COURSE FORMAT
While we have too large an enrolment for this to be a student-driven seminar course, regular student participation and dialogue are expected. In most sessions, the instructor will introduce new topics with a lecture segment, but much of the class time will be reserved for discussion and debate. You must be committed to reading all of the assigned material before each class. Advance reading is a necessary prerequisite for doing well in this course (see "Course Evaluation" below) and will make for more exciting and insightful discussion.
COURSE WEBSITE
This course makes use of OWL. Please refer to the course website regularly for announcements and course information: https://owl.uwo.ca/portal.
COURSE MATERIALS
There is no textbook. Readings to be retrieved from publicly available websites are marked with a W . Readings marked with an E are electronic journal articles that can be retrieved through the Western Library website. All other readings are made available as PDFs on the course website. Readings will average approximately 60 pages per week.
NOTE:
Two important events will occur during this course: the federal election (October 21) and the completion of the Ontario government's Regional Government Review (early Fall). As both will bear significantly on course topics, some readings may be substituted with at least one week notice. Debate Papers (2 x 20% = 40%): You will write a concise argument for or against an assigned proposition statement, which will be provided two weeks in advance. These will form the basis of in-class debates, so be prepared to defend your position verbally! Your arguments should draw on relevant course readings, plus outside sources as you see fit. Each student will sign up to do two out of the three papers.
EVALUATION

Research paper (50%):
The major assignment of this course is a research paper that explores an aspect of urban politics or governance in depth. A very brief proposal is due in Class 8 (Oct. 30) and the final paper is due Dec. 11, one week after the end of class. Detailed assignment instructions and expectations will be communicated in Class 3 (Sept. 25). The purpose of the proposal is to ensure you are on the right track.
Preparation, Attendance, and Participation (10%): You are expected to participate actively in our class discussions. Half of your participation mark will be based on your attendance record, while half will be based on the quality of your contribution to class discussion.
COURSE POLICIES
Medical accommodation: Students will be granted accommodation in accordance with University policies.
Non-medical accommodation: Students seeking academic accommodation for non-medical reasons should meet with the instructor as soon as possible to develop fair and appropriate arrangements. Every effort has been made to avoid scheduling assignment due dates on religious holidays. Please inform the instructor at the beginning of the course if you will be unable to attend class for reason of religious observance.
Electronic devices:
Research shows that levels of student performance and participation are lower when computers, tablets, smartphones, and other devices are present in the classroom. In order to create a pleasant environment conducive to everyone's learning and free from distractions, please refrain from using phones for messaging or any other purpose during class time. The use of laptops and tablets is discouraged and is permitted for course-related activities and note taking only, or in the event of a documented accommodation.
E-mail policy:
All Western University students are required to have an @uwo.ca e-mail account. The instructor will only respond to e-mails sent from a Western University account, that clearly identify the sender, and have "POL 3363" in the subject line. The instructor will not accept assignments by e-mail.
Submitting assignments: All assignments must be submitted digitally prior to the beginning of class on the due date. No paper copy is necessary All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com). Note that you will be able to view your Turnitin Originality Report after submitting. You may resubmit at any time before the deadline.
Prerequisites: Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.
Late assignments: The penalty for late assignments is three percentage points per day (including weekend days). A grade of 80% on an assignment therefore becomes 68% in four days. Assignments more than 10 days late will not be accepted. Extensions due to illness require a medical certificate. If you foresee problems meeting submission deadlines please consult the instructor early; accommodations can always be made with adequate advance notice. This means at least one week before the deadline, not the night before the work is due!
Statement on Academic Offences
Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
To protect and uphold academic integrity in the class, it is the responsibility of each student to be able to demonstrate the originality of his or her work if called upon to do so. At a minimum, for every assignment, the sources of all information and ideas must be properly referenced using a standard academic referencing style such as Chicago, APA, or MLA. Failure to properly reference ideas, concepts, and quotations in an assignment that are not your own will result in academic penalties as required by university policy. All upper-year students are expected to have a thorough understanding of the rules and conventions of academic writing. 
PLAGIARISM*
In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer's words or ideas. Different forms of writing require different types of acknowledgement. The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in academic papers.
A.
In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge that the words are those of another writer.
You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other writers without acknowledging them to be theirs. Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) mentioning the author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay). This footnote should indicate author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page number.
Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader with more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential references. In either case words taken from another author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off from your text by single spacing and indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own words. Note that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or paragraph which is not your own.
B.
In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs.
You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas or sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of acknowledgement given in 'A' above. Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks. Be certain, however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above.
Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who has expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read. Where you got your ideas is the important consideration here. Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without acknowledgement to another writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently. Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source outside your own thinking on the subject.
In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish clearly between what is yours and what is not. Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail to make this distinction your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as intentional literary theft. Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University.
*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History Adopted by the council of the Faculty of Social Science, October, 1970; approved by the Dept. of History August 13, 1991 
